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Art Integration Lesson Plan Template
LTC 4240: Art for Children

	Lesson Title & Big Idea*: Sculpting the Earth’s seven continents and their main features
Big Idea: Identity
	Grade Level*: 4th Grade

	Lesson Overview/Summary*: This lesson will involve students creating and identifying the 7 continents and using modeling compound to create a flat globe of the 7 continents and to create unique physical features that match up with each continent. This will be done on a rectangular piece of cardboard. They'll research the unique features of each continent and choose 1 continent to look further into and write a short report about it.
	Class Periods Required: 

(please circle)


   1      2    3


	Key Concepts (3-4): What you want the students to know.*
1. Visual Art: I want them to know about Nick Cave and about how to manipulate the modeling compound to create accurate representations of the unique physical features that make up each continent.
2. Literacy: I want them to read more about the unique features that make up the 7 continents; especially the 1 continent they choose to write their short report about.
3. Social Studies (Geography): I want them to know what features make up each continent making them partially unique from each another.

	Essential Questions (3-4)*:
Visual Art: What other activities could you use modeling compound for?
Literacy: How does the information you read compare with how you previously identified each continent?

Social Studies: What are some of the main similarities and differences between these continents?



	Lesson Objectives: (Excellent resource at http://www.teachervision.fen.com/curriculum-planning/new-teacher/48345.html?for_printing=1&detoured=1):  What you want the students to do. *
1. Visual Art: The students will be able to create at least one finger puppet figure from any continent (animal, plant, building etc.) using a modeling compound. This figure can represent something that the student had prior knowledge to before deeply researching each continent.
2. Literacy: The students will be able to write a short report about the continent they chose to further research. They'll be able to find new information to read about by looking through books/online and writing about the unique information they found.
3. Social Studies: The students will be able to identify all 7 continents and label the main features of each continent as well as the oceans and major rivers that surround them.


	Grade Level Expectations (GLEs)  (3-4)  (http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/GLE/)
1. Visual Art: Since each student will have different representations of the 7 continents and they’ll use their individualized creativity, students should be able to demonstrate respect for others’ personal opinions and ideas.
2. Literacy: Students will be able to revise and practice education goal-setting and self-assessment skills.
3. Social Studies (Geography): 4th graders will be able to apply time-management and organizational techniques necessary for assignments and/or task completion.

	Identify & define common vocabulary that connect the art form with the other identified content areas:
Modeling Compound: Material used for creating sculptures


	Content Areas Integrated*:

1. Visual Art (Inspiration Artist: Nick Cave)
2. Literacy

3. Social Studies (Geography)

	Lesson Activities & Procedure(s) (please be very specific):

1. Discuss prior knowledge about 7 continents.
2. Introduce lesson to them and discuss materials they will be able to use.
3. Provide a short example of how to use the cloud clay to make the continents and landscapes.
4. Allow the kids to collect their materials.
5. Allow them to work for 45 minutes or so and stop to show them the continent YouTube video.
6. I’d then do a checkpoint to see how all the kids were coming along.
7. Most likely needing a second day to finish up then once everyone was finished, they’d talk about what they did to the class.
8. For the summative assessment, they’d each briefly talk about which continent they chose to research more about and what they learned while completing this lesson.


	Anticipatory Set (Gaining Attention)*: A video on each of the 7 continents features.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urr53arh--E


	Closure (Reflecting Anticipatory Set): I’ll ask the students what they learned from the video and what information they could use on their clay representations of the 7 continents.


	Formative Assessment strategy: Go around to each child as they’re working and make sure they’re on track with what they’re supposed to be doing. Ask to here there idea’s on what they’re going to place on each continent to makes sure their facts are accurate.

	Summative Assessment strategy*: Students will talk about their piece and discuss the finger puppet animal/plant they created for the certain continent they chose to look deeper into.


	What student prior knowledge will this lesson require/draw upon?  
They will have prior knowledge about the 7 continents and where major rivers and oceans are located on the map. They’ll know the relative locations of each continent.


	How will you engage students in imagining, exploring, and/or experimenting in this lesson?

They’ll research in books/online for more information about continents and landscapes that surround them. They’ll be exploring the differentiation between each continent and the features that make them unique, which will bring us back to the big idea of identity. They may mess up at first when creating the continents with cloud clay, but the good thing about cloud clay is that people can remove it easily since it takes a little while to dry.



	How will this lesson allow for/encourage students to solve problems in divergent ways? 
This will allow for problem solving because they’ll realistically make mistakes when first creating accurate sizing of sculptures of the continents, but it gives them more practice with understanding the size and spacing portion of Earth’s layout. 


	How will you engage students in routinely reflecting on their learning?

They’ll have to repeatedly recall information about the continents when creating landscapes and figures to represent each continent. As I walk around, I’d repeatedly ask the students what they’ve found so far. This will be done more than once so it will have students continuously on their toes about the information they should be retaining. 



	How will you adapt the various aspects of the lesson to differently-abeled students? 
If there are differently-abled students, they could always draw this project on paper or create a digital version of the lesson. For the part that has students to research further about one continent, students who are more troubled than others can find pictures online if they really can’t use the cloud clay. Since this is a little easier than creating your own finger puppet type representation for the chosen continent, they’ll have to research a little more than other students. 



	What opportunities/activities will students be given to revise and improve their understandings and their work? 
Once students finish building their model of the continents on the sheet of cardboard, they’ll have to research more about the continent they chose. If students turn this in and it’s either just naming facts right out of the books/internet, I’ll have them revise their report making it more of a little narrative of what they learned or have them add on more unique/detailed information.



	What opportunities/activities will you provide for students to share their learning in this lesson?

I’ll let them discuss their work with other students around them once they’re finished. They’ll be able to compare and contrast with students who chose the same continent as them. Once everything is complete, each student will present their work and briefly talk about what new discoveries they found.



	Lesson Resources/References (please be very specific by providing links, authors, titles, etc.):
Grade Level Expectations: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/GLE/



* Include this information during the Popplet presentation. 
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